Topcliffe & Asenby Welcome Pack
Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall Committee wishes you a warm welcome to Topcliffe or Asenby and hope that you and your family will enjoy living in our lovely villages. These notes are to help you to get to know what’s what and who’s who. Topcliffe and its near neighbour, Asenby village, are very closely associated, so information about both villages is featured in this document. 
Village Communications
Websites
· Asenby village website – www.asenby.org
· Topcliffe village website – www.topcliffe.org.uk
· [bookmark: _Hlk195202248]Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall website - www.topcliffe.org.uk/village-hall
Facebook 
· Top Residents
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/765917290478825
· Asenby Residents
https://www.facebook.com/groups/457016899263420
· Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=topcliffe%20%26%20asenby%20village%20hall
· Topcliffe, Asenby and Surrounding Villages - Parents
https://www.facebook.com/groups/545647997541418
The Tattler
A 12-page full colour printed newsletter produced on a quarterly basis (March, June, September and December) and delivered to each home in the villages of Topcliffe and Asenby. Edited and produced by Doug Allan. Contact: 07785 223707
Sunday Email
A weekly newsletter containing news and events from Topcliffe and Asenby and surrounding areas, delivered around 9am each Sunday morning. To register go to www.dougallan.co.uk
Notice Boards
There are notice boards in Topcliffe located outside the Post Office, at Topcliffe Surgery and at the Village Hall. Those in Asenby are at the Bus Stop and at the entrance to the Community Park.
Community Governance
North Yorkshire Council representatives
Topcliffe is in the county of North Yorkshire (former Hambleton District) and the division of Sowerby & Topcliffe. The local councillor is Cllr Revd Dan Sladden, Liberal Democrat, who can be contacted on 07466 487989 or via email at Cllr.Dan.Sladden@northyorks.gov.uk
Asenby is also in the county of North Yorkshire (former Harrogate District) and the division of Wathvale & Bishop Monkton. The local councillor is Cllr Nick Brown, Conservatives & Independents, who can be contacted on 07775 585661 or via email at  cllr.nick.brown@northyorks.gov.uk
Parish Councils
Topcliffe Parish Council - There are five parish councillors representing Topcliffe village. The current chairperson is Cllr Jamie Moores and the Clerk to the Council is Alex Robson. The Parish Council meets six 


times per year in Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall. Details of meetings and how to make contact with the Parish Council are published on the website. https://www.topcliffe.org.uk/topcliffe-parish-council/
Asenby Parish Council 
There are five parish councillors representing Asenby village. The current chairperson is Cllr Steve Gallon and the Clerk to the Council is Colin Grimston. The Parish Council meets at least four times per year June, September, December and March, on the first Wednesday in the month, in Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall. Details are published on the website. https://www.asenby.org
Community facilities and activities
Topcliffe & Asenby Village Hall, Front Street, YO7 3RJ - www.topcliffe.org.uk/village-hall



Run by a voluntary committee for the benefit of the community. The chairperson is Richard Byas. Lots of regular activities including art classes, keep fit, Boccia, Indoor carpet bowls, library, knit & natter, Sunday night quiz, scouts/cubs/squirrels and Warm Hub/Soup & Sweet lunches.
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Plus, dances, ceilidhs, fayres, brunches, BBQs, race nights, the annual Produce Show and many festive season events. The hall is available for private hire for children’s parties, baby showers, anniversary events etc. Bookings online via Hallmaster. See village website.
Topcliffe Surgery, Long Street, YO7 3RP – Tel: 01845 577297 - https://www.topcliffesurgery.co.uk/
The doctors and nurses at our surgery take pride in offering the highest standard of patient-centered healthcare. They run clinics for chronic disease care and offer a wide variety of other medical services such as antenatal and postnatal care, childhood vaccinations and well-person check-ups. The surgery is an Armed Forces veteran friendly accredited GP practice. 
· Surgery hours: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday - 8am to 6.30pm (except Bank Holidays) and Thursday 8am to 5pm.
· Dispensing hours: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday - 8am to 12.30pm and 1.30 to 6.15pm and Thursday 8am to12.30 and 1.30pm to 4.45pm.
· If you need urgent medical advice between the hours of 6.30pm – 8am weekdays (from 5pm on Thursdays), during weekends or on Bank Holidays – telephone 111.
Topcliffe C of E Academy, School Lane, YO7 3RG - https://www.topcliffeacademy.org/
· Head Teacher: Mrs Abigail Clay
· Tel:  01845 577412 
· Website: - https://www.topcliffeacademy.org/
· Email:  admin@topcliffeacademy.org
Friends of Topcliffe School (FOTS) – contact via school reception
FOTS is a group of committed parents, who work extremely hard to help raise valuable funds for the school. The group organises and publicises a number of events throughout the year, which brings the school community together in a social setting as well as raising money.  The funds are used to purchase resources for the school which it would otherwise find difficult to afford.
Topcliffe Post Office, Long Street – 01845 577517
Post Office counter services and general shop.
Topcliffe Snooker Club
This two-table membership club is located on the upper floor of The Toll Booth at the corner of Long Street and Front Street. It is a key club, meaning all members have their own key and can use the facilities at any time. Membership Secretary/Treasurer is Dave Bowman on 01845 577843.
St Columba’s Church, Church Street
· The Parish is part of the Benefice of Topcliffe, Baldersby with Dishforth, Skipton on Swale and Dalton. 
· Regular Sunday and special services are held at the church. Please consult the main website https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3447/  for full details. 
· New members for the choir are always welcome.
· There is a monthly newsletter, Cross Talk, that presents information relating to a range of local parishes. It is edited by Kit Norris - kitnorris@live.co.uk - and you can contact him to be added to the circulation list.
· The church is locked except for services, but the churchyard is open to the public at all times.
Catholic Church
The nearest catholic church is All Saints, Castlegate, Thirsk YO7 1HL
· Tel: 01845 527011. 
· E-mail: allsaintsthirsk@rcdmidd.org.uk
· Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsThirsk/
Allotments
· Topcliffe – Adjacent to Topcliffe Surgery, owned and operated by Broadcares Housing Association, Northallerton. Tel: 01609 767900 – www.broadacres.org.uk
· Additional allotments on the Playing Field located off Winn Lane, operated by Topcliffe Parish Council.
· Asenby – On a site off Wide Howe Lane, owned and operated by Aseby Allotments Charity. Contact Fred Gifford on 01845 578300.
Fishing (this is not a comprehensive list of all fishing rights and clubs)
Residents of Topcliffe are able to fish without a licence from the river frontage of The Sheepwash, Catton Lane.
Asenby Syndicate Fishing is available for Asenby residents only from Topcliffe bridge (right hand bank) downstream to the boundary fence in Asenby. A day permit must be obtained from the Secretary of Asenby Syndicate on 07802 712431 before fishing commences.
Thirsk Angling Club has rights to stretches of Cod Beck near Dalton Bridge. Licences can be purchased at Topcliffe Post Office.
Library services
The nearest public library is the Thirsk Community Library on Chapel Street, Thirsk. 01609 534589.
There is a library in the ground floor committee room at the Village Hall. It’s generally open when public events are being held (but not during private hires).
There is a library in the Bus Stop in Asenby. 
Play Parks and Playing Fields
Topcliffe
· Topcliffe Playing Field - An extensive play park with children’s play area. Located off Winn Lane. 
· The Sheepwash – an area of land off Catton Lane in Topcliffe with access to the river Swale. 
Asenby
· Asenby Community Park with children’s play area and walkways. Located off Jamesville Way.
· Riverside Walk – along the bank of the River Swale from Asenby to Topcliffe Bridge. 
Hostelries
· The Angel Inn, Long Street, Topcliffe – 01845 578000
· The Swan, Front Street, Topcliffe – 01845 595185
· The Crab & Lobster Restaurant/Crab Manor Hotel, Dishforth Road, Asenby – 01845 577286
The Elm Gallery, Old Post House, Front Street, YO7 3RJ
The Elm Gallery, sells original paintings, prints and cards by Yorkshire artists Liz and Dave Marsh and has three rooms of beautiful arts and crafts. The gallery also sells a wide range of handmade gifts, many of which have been created by local artists in a variety of media, including ceramics, wood, jewellery, handmade bags, glass, sculptures, needle felting and much more.  Tel: 01845 577316 and https://the-elm-gallery.co.uk/
Warm Hub
Warm Hub lunches (winter months) /Soup & Sweet lunches (summer months) – organised by Karen and Malcolm Morley – 01845 577426 (and a few others). Held at Village Hall on alternate Wednesdays.
Transport
· Bus Services - https://hodgsonsbuses.com Hodgsons Buses run the Number 70 service four times each way between Ripon and Northallerton. The service calls at both Asenby and Topcliffe.
· Trains – stations at Thirsk and Northallerton on the East Coast Line. Ample parking at both stations.
Local traders
There's a wide range of small businesses operated by Topcliffe and Asenby residents (in addition to those mentioned above).  The full list is published each week in the Sunday Email. Check them out when you need work doing or a service provided: it's great to be able to support local. 
Electronic Copy
If you would like an electronic copy of this Welcome Pack document, please contact Committee member, Christine Finlay at cfindlay@hotmail.com or call/text 07717 795711.


