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January 2023
Cross Talk is published monthly by email. To receive a copy please contact kitnorris@live.co.uk 
Cross Talk contains the weekly Collect and Readings together with details of Church services in the Benefice and news and items of interest supplied by our readers.  The magazine will also be available on the web sites: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3447 and baldersbychurch.com.

CHURCH  SERVICES

St. James’ Church, Baldersby St. James with Dishforth, Rainton
				and Skipton on Swale
Sunday 1st January, 10.45am      	Holy Communion followed by refreshments.
Sunday 8th January,  9.30am     	Breakfast Service with Coffee and Croissants
Sunday 15th January, 10.45am      	Holy Communion followed by refreshments.
Sunday 22nd January, 9.30am	Morning Service followed by refreshments
Sunday 29th January		No  Service (5th Sunday)


St. Columba’s Church, Topcliffe
Corporate Member of the Prayer Book Society
Sunday 1st January			No Service 
Sunday 8th January, 10.45am		Holy Communion			
		         6.30pm		Choral Evensong  (Epiphany)
Sunday 15th January, 10.45am		Choral Matins
Sunday 22nd January, 10.45am		Holy Communion
Sunday 29th January		No Service (5th Sunday)

St John the Evangelist Church, Dalton
Sunday 1st January			No Service 
Sunday 15th January, 11am		Family Service with Baptism
					Everyone welcome

Dalton social event 
Saturday 7th January at 7pm in the Village Hall 
					Church Domino Drive


Readings for 1st Sunday of Christmas to 4th Sunday of Epiphany
(Page numbers refer to the Common Worship Lectionary.)

Sunday 1st January: 1st Sunday of Christmas
Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p30)
Isaiah 63.7-9
Psalm 148.[1-6], 7-14
Hebrews 2.10-18
Matthew 2.13-23

Sunday 8th January : 1st Sunday of Epiphany – The Baptism of Christ
Collect
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling
     as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.43) 
Isaiah 42.1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10.34-43
Gospel: Matthew 3.13-17					




Sunday 15th January : 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Collect
Almighty God,
[image: ]in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature
     by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.46) 
Isaiah 49.1-7
Psalm 40.1-12
1 Corinthians 1.1-9
Gospel: John 1.29-42
		
Sunday 22nd January : 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Collect
Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your mighty power:
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.49)
Isaiah 9.1-4
Psalm 27.1, [2-4], 5-13
1 Corinthians 1.10-18
Gospel: Matthew 4.12-23

Sunday 29th January : 4th Sunday of Epiphany

Collect
God our creator,
who in the beginning
commanded the light to shine out of darkness:
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief,
shine into the hearts of all your people,
and reveal the knowledge of your glory
     in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings (p.53)
1 Kings 17.8-16
Psalm 36.5-10
1 Corinthians 1.18-31
Gospel: John 2.1-11


January Reflection, 2022
It’s 2023! Time to put up the new calendars as we look forward to a brand-new year. Last year, 2022, with its mix of joys and sorrows, goals met and goals missed is behind us. Not that our arbitrary changing of the date really changes anything – we still have to deal with the economic crisis, the effects of the Russian / Ukraine war and maybe other problems in our personal lives that do not simply go away because it is a New Year.
For many, New Year is just another holiday. For others, it’s a time of deep reflection, both on the past year and on the one ahead. For Christians, New Year has no unique significance. There’s no biblical narrative informing our New Year celebrations. But this doesn’t mean Christians shouldn’t pause and reflect on the turning of the calendar. 
[image: ]New Year can remind us of new birth. We start to look forward to spring and new growth in our gardens and the early spring lambs in our fields. In a sense, each day with Jesus is a chance to turn the page on an old way of life and embrace a new one. We are, after all, new creation people, and we serve a King who renews us daily by the Holy Spirit.
Setting goals for a new year may be an important sign that we intend to serve God in our lives but before we set goals for 2023, we should begin within ourselves. The temptation is to make our plans and add Jesus as an afterthought, rather than allowing Him to form in us the desires and motivations to do His work.
So, whether or not we’re making concrete goals or more abstract ones, whether we are writing down resolutions or foregoing them altogether, here are some important steps we can take, as we look into 2023, to draw closer to Christ.
[image: ]Remember: The wise man of Ecclesiastes said, “Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’ (Eccl. 12:1). In January, the year is young, and the opportunities again seem fresh. So many people at this time (we can recognize the advertisements on the TV) preach a gospel of self-empowerment or self-improvement but as gospel people, we know that life is a gift given to us by God not just for our own self pleasure but so that we can, through our lives, be of service to others.
In a divided and tumultuous world, creation itself reminds us of God’s great faithfulness. Every new season is a testimony, a signpost, to grace. So, the proper response to the past year, whether good or bad, is not “I managed to survive” or “Look what I achieved.” It is “Thank you, Lord.”
Repent: Our worship of God for his faithfulness and majesty, evidenced by the changing of seasons, should then lead us to repentance. But this isn’t a morbidly introspective, navel-gazing exercise. To repent is also to rejoice, as beginning the new year with repentance draws us closer to Jesus. How can we begin new plans and journeys in 2023 without first admitting our joy in the loving presence of God?
Renew: New Year can also be a time of renewing old commitments, like family, church and community. Before we begin grand new plans to lose weight or develop new skills (good goals in themselves maybe), we should begin by renewing the core commitments we already have. We live out the gospel best when we live it in our daily commitments to loved ones, to church and to our community
Such commitments don’t always look or feel significant. But faithfulness in these core things form the habits of a disciple and show the world what it looks like to be a Christian.
Rest: New Year should be a time to rest. First, we rest in the reality of our identity in Christ. We may have failed to meet our goals in 2023 but remember Jesus still loves us, despite our failures. The gospel tells us that he loves us in the midst of these.
It’s not the voice of God, but the whisper of the enemy that says we have less worth because we failed to keep our resolutions. A “more successful 2023” will not make Jesus love us any more. He’s the One, after all, who calls sinners and empowers them for his mission. Failed apostles, former persecutors, recovering Pharisees - his body is full of them. 
[image: ]Second, we should plan to physically rest. We don’t often do this at New Year. We plan rather to work and achieve. But we also need to schedule time to reflect and acknowledge our need for sleep and leisure. Rest isn’t a sign of laziness or weakness; it’s a sign of spiritual strength and confidence that when we close our eyes, our lives are in the care of our loving God. To sleep is to say that we are not God and that the world can go on without us. 
So, as we make our plans for 2023, let’s remember that even in our failures, we serve the One who remembers our frame and knows we are dust. We make plans, but we hold them lightly. We entrust our future, not to Google Calendar or a reading list, but to the King who holds the world in his hands.
Ten Christian quotes for the New Year 2023
1)	Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
[image: ]2)	In this life we reap everything that we sow, so that is why doing good deeds and being responsible in doing our job well in this world. May God fill our homes with blessings in the coming year.
3)	The terrible thing, the almost impossible thing, is to hand over our whole self - all our wishes and precautions - to Christ.
4)	Each day my prayer is one of support and love for you. And as this new year begins, I pray that you achieve all your goals.
5)	We look back and thank God. We look forward and trust God. Happy New Year to all!
6)	Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. His right hand and holy arm have worked salvation for him. Bless you and your family for the New Year.
7)	Life is full of twists and turns. With faith and hope, there is nothing impossible. Keep believing, doing good, and shining. Happy New Year.
8)	Be on the right path that is lit by God, then you should not fear any problem that comes your way because you will be triumphant and thus become a better person. The best wishes to you and your family in this New Year.
9)	We’re most happy when we’re enjoying God and fulfilling His purpose for our life.
10)	Glory to God in highest heaven, who unto man His Son hath given; While angels sing with tender mirth, A glad New Year to all the earth.
New Year's Day Prayer for One and All
Dear Lord. So far this year I've done well. I haven't gossiped, I haven't lost my temper, I haven't been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or overindulgent. I'm very thankful for that.  But in a few minutes, Lord, I'm going to get out of bed, and from then on, I'm probably going to need a lot more help. Amen
[image: ]
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PARISH DIRECTORY
The Parishes of Topcliffe, Baldersby with Dishforth and Skipton on Swale, and Dalton.
There is currently no Vicar of the parishes. Until one is appointed, please contact our Area Dean, 
 Revd Mary Rolls, tel: 01845 400480  email: revmaryrolls@gmail.com.

BALDERSBY with DISHFORTH and SKIPTON-ON-SWALE - PCC Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Wharton  wharton370@btinternet.com

DALTON - PCC Secretary: Mrs Hannah Bissett  tel: 07739 382831 spannerb79@gmail.com

TOPCLIFFE – PCC Secretary: Mrs Roz Norris   RozNorris@aol.com
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